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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 9th July 2013 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Jeff Nichols  (JN) : Earith PC 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton PC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Speedwatch Earith 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Keith Sisman  (KS) : Speedwatch & Upwood PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Terry Rogers  (TR) : HDC 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

   

1 Welcomes & Apologies  
 

 

Apologies had been received from the following; Graham Bull, Andrew Street, Noel Baker, Margaret Shardlow, Jean 

Chandler 

 

2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 14th May 2013 
 

The minutes of May 14
th
 2013 were approved without amendment. 

 

ML proposed. Geoff Nichols seconded.  

 

 

3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

Cycle Paths: OM had reinstated item 29 on the watching list which was a general item on the poor state of the St. Ives 

cycle paths. CS wondered if this was specific enough as the real issue was cycle path problem on Houghton Road. ML 

added that the person responsible, Ian Winfield, was now back at work after illness so she would check the current status. 

PS commented that people were still preferring to cycle on the roads because of the poor state of the cycle paths in the 

town. The signage in general is also very poor and often inconsistent. For example, there is a pathway where the end is 



signed but not the beginning. KS thought this would become a bigger problem as more people take up cycling. There is a 

serious safety issue here. 

 

4 Correspondence 
 
Letter from Helen Taylor at HDC dated 26/06/13  
 

This letter had been circulated in advance of the meeting. It informed the committee that HDC would no longer be 

sending representatives. 

 

OM said that Jean Chandler had received a similar letter and consequently she had decided not to attend the meeting this 

evening. Graham Bull had also been informed of this decision by post but would still attend in future in his capacity as a 

parish councilor. TR added that he had not received any letter and so had decided to attend. He thought that there was 

nothing sinister in this measure and the HDC were merely trying to reduce their workload. There was also a new regime 

in the corporate office. 

 

ML said that she had spoken to JC who was naturally saddened by the peremptory fashion in which her 40 years of 

service on the RSC had come to an end. ML said she thought we should co-opt JC in view of her undoubted knowledge of 

road safety affairs. DM asked if JC could still attend in an ex-officio capacity. OM said there was no allowance for this in 

the constitution. 

 

Motion: ML proposed that Jean Chandler should be co-opted on to the committee. CS seconded. All members voted in 

favour. 

 

There followed some discussion as to how and when we should respond to the letter. CS suggested that TR should have a 

word with HDC to elicit further explanation of their decision and then we will reply.  

 

DM wondered whether Sir Graham Bright should be informed. Other members did not think this was appropriate at this 

time. 

 
Letter from Stephen Hammond MP, Under Secretary of State for Transport, dated 14/05/2013 

 
This letter was prompted by an RSC letter to Jonathan Djanogly MP,  expressing our concerns at the 
withdrawal of child road safety advertisements on television.  While the letter made no commitment to 
reinstate this form of advertising it did thank the St. Ives RSC for their work in promoting  road safety. 
 

5 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 4 B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction – Map#5 (aka Mushroom Farm) 

Issue County used to have this high on their priority list, but it seems to have slipped off there since 

the speed-cameras went in and some improvement was noticed. From a Road Safety point of 

view it is not closed and not all accidents are being recorded.  This speed camera is now active. 

ENVAR had changed their entry points. If they make a profit they will help with a roundabout. 

This could happen within 5 years. 

Serious accident here on May 30th 2012 involving a cyclist. 

Two fatalities on this stretch of road on July 27
th
 2012. 

Meeting 

Comment 

The trial has taken place in Peterborough and the offender was convicted and sentenced to 4 

years imprisonment with a 3 year driving ban. 

 

CS wondered if the other driver who was racing was also prosecuted.  

ML added that there are still big problems with boy racers around the industrial estate in St.Ives. 

EM said they are the same group who race along the Needingworth bypass. The police need 

more information on their activities. 

 

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31  



Issue There is concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 

waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

NB questioned whether the traffic lights at Hill Rise/ Houghton Road junction were sequenced 

correctly. Drivers were jumping the red lights.  

 

Also there is an application to build another 200 houses on remaining holes of golf course in St. 

Ives. The exit from the new estate will be on High Leys. This could compound the problem 

described above.  

Meeting 

Comment 
OM said he had written to Richard Ling and Christopher Kennet at CCC and copied in 

the St.Ives Town Council. The letter had re-iterated the problems described above and 

had also included some further observations from the St. Ivo School on the dangers 

facing pupils. 

 

KS said that photographic evidence should be gathered and added that photographing in 

a public place is perfectly legal. 

CS thought that this would be good material for the website when it is created. 

PS commented on the light-jumping problem and said this is really a police matter. 

matter. 

KS said that the police don’t want too know. It’s become too common.  

ML was concerned that the situation will be even worse with proposed new housing 

development. 

Action: CS asked OM to scan and circulate the consultation form from Bidwells and as 

many RSC members as possible should respond. 

PS  brought up the issue issue of pelican crossings where you can press the button and 

nothing seems to happen. They seem to have no effect. 

Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 

Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 

whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 

much worse. A request had been made for a site meeting with CCC officers. 

CS has been pursuing this matter and had sent an email summarising the situation. He has 

escalated the complaints procedure to stage 2 which will involve Bob Menzies’s  boss Graham 

Hughes. Nor is it clear whether the final stage of the Road Safety Audit has been done. 

Two stages of the complaints procedure have been completed and he has now embarked on the 

third.  

Meeting 

Comment 

CS said that he was still following this through. 

 
6 Review of Remaining Items  
 

 

Item 2:  Pidley Traffic calming 

 

MN had attended another meeting and was happy to report they had got more funding to finish the third site. It’s taken 

many years. There is still speeding taking place but not into the village, just on exit. 

 

Item 5: Earith High Street danger spots  

 

TR informed the group that CCC have signed off  the planning agreements for the junctions for the relief road. It will now 

go before the 106 committee. 

 

 

 

 



Item 6: Low Road, St.Ives 

 

Speedwatch had still clocked 25 offenders in 25 minutes. Things could be made better if Fenstanton PC were to approach 

CCC with a view to putting up pedestrian crossing signs.   

 

CS said he will raise it  under AOB at next Thursday’s PC meeting. 

 

Item 14: St. Ives Parking 

 

Request from the TC to bring this up. Problem in Market Street  is cash deliveries to the bank.   

 

Item 25:  Harrison way Crossing 

CS said that he was tempted to cut down the offending bush which was restricting visibility. Vindis have put in an 

application for houses on this site and this would change everything.  

 

Item 29:  St. Ives Cycle Paths  

PS said that we need an overall cycling strategy. It is chaotic at themoment. CS agreed and thought hey were badly 

thought out and done on paper. BB said that in the long term transport strategy  there are references to cycling.  

 

Item 30: B1040 – Double White Line Danger. 

 

CS said that we had previously been assured by CCC transport officers that the white lines were conformant to standards 

and there was no reason to alter them. In view of this he thought there was no point in pursuing thismatter and 

recommended that this item should be removed. This was agreed nem. con. 

 

Item 34:  Harrison Way Crossing outside Caravan Park 

 

CS said that a lady with impaired vision had  got the CCC to do some vegetation cutting at this point.  

 

Item 35: Marley Road/Burleigh Road 

 

CS asked if anyone else been to the planning session? This showed some possible industrial development here. 

PS thought that Norfolk Road  was the real problem. He added that the planning application had been mentioned at the 

town council before Xmas. They are waiting for further information. 

DM said that 40 mph limit is not an appropriate limit  here.  

 

7 Website Discussion   
 
There was a general discussion on if and how a website for the RSC might be created. 

 

CS said that he was concerned we would not have enough material, but thinks we do have enough.  

 

KS was happy to construct  the website and DM could host it. A domain name would cost £20. 

 

OM said that the material needs to be refreshed on a regular basis. Otherwise it will not be visited. 

 

KS thought that it  could work for us and could create a broader debate about road safety. DM added that the main 

problem with a forum ios that you need a moderator. 

 

CS believed we  wouldn’t want to operate in that way. Just provide an email address to the secretary. Direct people to the 

RSC representatives.  

 

DM said that we can have web forwarding. 

 

Action: DM will set it up. We need to get the domain name.  

 



 
8 Speedwatch Report 

 
 
EM asked why Needingworth was not mentioned in the last Speedwatch Report. 

DM said that this was because they were told that Speedwatch was not needed in the village.  



 

9 Comments from Members 
 

 

EM, Needingworth:  

The Police came to the July meeting and the problem of the boy racers was discussed. There is also a problem 

with parking outside the village shop.  

Members advised EM that the police had approved notices which could be attached to badly parked vehicles by 

the PC. 

Action:  OM to supply the approved PC parking notice to Needingworth. 

 

PS, St. Ives:   

There are real concerns about the plans for new houses. No thought has been given to  infrastructure before the 

houses are built. There parking issues; 

1. On Broadway outside British Legion the yellow lines not long enough. Lorry can’t park safely. CS said 

that a loading zone is required. ML added that Brian Murdoch is the person to speak to.  

2. Parking in the Quay. There are no yellow lines at all down that road.  CS said you can’t really park 

down there. The Restaurant has tables outside. 

3.  Parking in Fairfield Crescent.  

Finally at Harrison Way busway crossing the lights are changing within a minute. He would like to do a Shape 

Your Place item on this issue. 

 

MN, Bluntisham: Nothing specific but worth mentioning that Huntingdonshire needs 21000 more house by 

2036. CS said that a St.Ives Northern bypass has been mentioned. 

 

Hilton Update:  

OM had received an email from Margaret Shardlow regarding the situation in Hilton. The new election has not 

really settled anything and it is still unclear if and when the PC will appoint any representatives to the RSC. 
 

10 AOB      
 
CS said that an information article on the RSC had appeared in the Hunts Post and it was time for another. Did 

anyone have any ideas for content? 

TR suggested that any copy should go via the secretary. 

 

ML said that Bluntisham had written to CCC regarding their decision not to spend money on repairing the 

Willingham to Earith road. Earith had written to them on this subject as well. 

 

 

11 Next Meeting Dates 

 
Tuesday September 10th  -  AGM 

Tuesday November 12th 

Tuesday January 14th 


